THE ROMAN FOUNDATION
the whole island, which he heard called Pretanic or Britannic.
This was some three hundred years before the Incarnation of
our Lord,
The next mention of England by a witness is two hundred
years later, but it tells us little more. It is in fragments which
have been preserved from the writings of one Posidonius, who
wrote about a hundred years before the Incarnation and has
little more to tell us than had Pytheas. Each of the two writers
Pytheas and Posidonius notes the damp climate and the export of
tin, and gives rough estimates of the size of the island—rather
exaggerated.
The Coining of Julius Caesar (55 B.C.). The true history
of England begins in 55 b.c., with the invasion of the Roman
general Julius Gaesar. At about eight or nine o'clock in the
evening of August 25 in that year, the moon being ten days old,
he dropped out of Boulogne harbour before a light southerly
wind on the ebb-tide with a fleet of transports carrying about
10,000 men. Next morning he was under Dover cliffs,' the
edges of which were lined with warriors assembled to repel
him. When the flood began to make eastward in the mid-
afternoon he ran with it to Deal beach, and there hauled his
vessels up and landed his troops, in spite of vigorous opposition.
He had come on what is called a reconnaissance, to find out
the conditions under which he would have to act next year,
when he intended to come in force; his reason for doing so
being that men had come from England (then called Britain)
to help the people in France (then called Gaul) to resist him.
He had conquered Gaul and now desired to prevent aid coming
from across the Channel in case of a rising. His fleet was
badly damaged by an easterly gale, just at the height of the
spring tide on August 30. He did not go far inland into Kent,
but recrossed the Straits to France with his army at the end of
three weeks or so.
Second atid More Serious Invasion of Julius Caesar
(54 B.C.), Next^year, 54 b.c., early in July, Julius Caesar
returned with^^lrnuch larger fleet, coming again from Boulogne
and carrying over 40,000 men. He disembarked a little north-
ward of his last landing-place beyond Deal, and immediately
marched north-wesf'to a ford on the Stour above Canterbury
just under Bigberry Hill. This time he had a full plan in his
head. There was no sense of nationhood in England then, nor
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